@ PINNGUAQ

Activity

Recycled Storytelling

Level: Kindergarten-Grade 3 * Topic: Art & Design

If you are looking for an accessible online version of this content, please visit the Pinnguaq website
(link: https://pinnquaqg.com/learn/recycled-storytelling).
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Overview

This activity will be a visual form of storytelling by taking pictures from magazines or
newspapers found around the house to convey a story. The story will be formed once all the
pieces have been placed onto the canvas.

Background Information

This activity uses knowledge and practice of environmental conservation and visual
storytelling. Environmentally, this gives a way to tell stories while reducing your waste and


https://pinnguaq.com/learn/recycled-storytelling

carbon footprint. By reusing anything you can in your household it helps to ensure that your
waste is significantly reduced. Paper uses forty percent of the world's lumber supply’, so it may
not seem like a big change to try to reuse household supplies and items, but in the end you
could positively impact the environment! Reusing materials around the house is something we
advocate for at the Lindsay Makerspace (lindsaymakerspace.com) —we want you to be creative
with what you have. An activity like this will push you to search around the house for old things
that either you or your family don't use anymore to create a story. This story will remind you of
a comic, using mainly graphics and images to tell the story.

Using visuals to tell a story can enhance a reader's experience by showing the reader emotions
through facial expressions, mood through colours as well as settings and appearances through
actual images. It showcases creativity as you consider how to visually tell a story. The best way
to think of recycled storytelling is that stories can come from anywhere and anything, there are
no limits on what you use or the story you create. What you can create is only limited to your
imagination.

Materials
e Scissors
o Glue

e Blank piece of paper

Potential Materials for Pictures

Old magazines
Newspaper
Catalogues
Brochures
Flyers

Step-by-Step Instructions

1. Collect materials. Look for items in your recycling bin, old comic books you’re no longer
reading. If you’re having trouble finding the materials around your house you could also
draw your characters on top of the scenery.

' Source: https://www.theworldcounts.com/stories/Environmental_Impact_of Paper_Production
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2. Use the scissors to cut out pictures from old magazines and or the newspaper. | would
make sure to try and find a couple of settings and characters for your story.

Setting

The setting is where and when your story takes place. The setting can change throughout the
story. The setting will need to be shown in great detail using the images you find in the
recycling. This will help the reader to better visualize where the story is taking place!

Characters

A character needs a visual description. The visual description will consist of what your
character(s) look like (for example, it could be a green dragon or a brown dog). Use as much
detail as possible to help make the character come to life.

3. Now begin to form your story using the pictures. This can be done by placing pictures
onto the board just like in the picture below.



This story took a superhero theme in which Spiderman is saving a family trapped at the top of a

waterfall from Dr. Octopus. Spiderman sees the trapped family and slings a web to prevent Dr.
Octopus from harming the innocent family. But Dr. Octopus uses a new invention given to him
by Dr. Connors, the energy in his hand stops Spiderman's web. Luckily this was a distraction
and Spiderman sent Captain America across the bridge to secure the family and get them to
safety!

4. The pictures can be placed in random order and the story will be formed afterwards or
you can plan beforehand! It can be very difficult to decide where to begin your story,
even with all of the pictures in place. If you ideas for your story read more on how to



form a story see this Story Storm Activity (link:
https://pinnguag.com/learn/story-storm-activity).

5. Once you have thought about what your story will be, you can share it with your family.

Next Steps

Magazine Comics

To add direction to your story, add captions and text bubbles. The text bubbles and captions
are very brief explanations of what is being said or what is going on in the image, this gives
readers clarification as they interpret the image themselves.

Alternate Activity - Collages

Another great way to use images to tell stories is to create a visual biography. Find pictures
that represent the things you love in your life, as well as the letters of your name. Place the
letters in the middle and then surround it by the pictures you found that describe you!
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Follow Up

We want to see the awesome things you’re creating! Take a photo or video and share your work
with us by emailing media@pinnguag.com or tagging @pinnguaq on Facebook, Twitter, or
Instagram. Don’t forget to include the hashtag #LearnWithPinnguagq!

Resources

e Met Museum - Create a Collage (link:
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-features/metkids/videos/MetKids-Create-a-

Collage)

e Scholastic - Magazines for Storytelling (link:
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/tell-stori
es-through-pictures-magazine-collages.html)

You can use the Story Storm activity (link: https://pinnguag.com/learn/story-storm-activity)
to develop your story and write it out to have both a visual and written story.
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